Undergraduate Biology Program Grade Appeal Policy
Excerpt from University Senate Rules and Regulations, https://documents.ku.edu/policies/governance/USRR.htm
“2.3.5 A student may initiate a grade appeal of a final course grade if he or she believes that there	
  has	
  been	
  an	
  
improper	
  application	
  of	
  the	
  grading	
  procedure	
  announced	
  for	
  the	
  course	
  by	
  the	
  instructor.	
  	
  Students	
  who	
  have	
  
other	
  grievances	
  should	
  see	
  Article	
  V.“	
  
See the KU Student Handbook 2010–2011 grade change information:
http://www.studenthandbook.ku.edu/codes.shtml#toc

Grade Appeal Policy for Undergraduate Biology Program
•

•
•

•

	
  

A student may appeal a final course grade solely on the grounds “that there has been an
improper application of the grading procedure announced for the course by the
instructor.” (USRR 2.3.5; see above)
- Only the final course grade can be appealed; individual assignment, quiz, and
examination grades cannot be appealed.
A student wishing to appeal a final course grade first should consult with the course
instructor and attempt to resolve the matter informally.
If consultation with the instructor does not resolve the issue, the student should undertake
the following to appeal the grade:
- Take a course syllabus and any other written notice of grading policies from the
instructor, a written explanation of why the student thinks there has been an improper
application of the grading procedure announced for the course by the instructor, and
all available graded works of the student from the course to the Director of the
Undergraduate Biology Program.
- The Director will attempt to resolve the issue by meeting with the instructor and will
notify the student in writing of the outcome of the meeting, including a decision on
the appeal.
• In the case that the instructor decides not to change the final course grade, the
Director’s written explanation to the student will include directions for what the
student’s next step in the appeal process should be (see below).
If the student would like to proceed with the final course grade appeal, the student would
request, in writing, that the Director of Undergraduate Biology convene a hearing
comprised of three faculty members from the Departments of Ecology and Evolutionary
Biology and Molecular Biosciences in accordance with the Department’s grievance
procedure.
- The faculty members will review the written appeal from the student, as well as
written comments from the instructor.
- If the faculty members judge in support of the student’s appeal, they will assign a
new final course grade. The instructor may appeal the decision through the Judicial
Board.
- If the faculty members uphold the original course grade, the student has the option of
appealing through the Judicial Board.

